
Mahjong Cheat Sheet
Goal: Complete one line exactly as shown on the card. You

may change your mind during the game, but eventually
pick a line and stick with it! 🙂 

The Charleston
Mandatory Charleston

Pass 3 Right, Pass 3 Across, Pass 1-3 Left

Optional Charleston
Pass 3 left, Pass 3 Across, Pass 1-3 Right

Courtesy Pass
Exchange 0-3 tiles with the player directly across from

you. Must exchange the same # of tiles

Each Turn
1.Draw ONE Tile 

(does it help your hand? keep it)
2.Discard ONE Tile 

(place an unwanted tile in the middle)

Calling a Tile
You may call a discard for:

1.an exposure 
(set of at least 3 like tiles. tiles must be exposed on
rack)

2.Mahjong 
(may call for a pair)

When in doubt, refer to your line!
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Tiles

Craks
Numbered Chinese Letter Characters

Bam

Dots

When in doubt, refer to your line! :)

Red Dragon

Numbered Bamboo Stalks
Green Dragon
1 Bam always has a bird on it aka BIRD BAM

Numbered circles
White Dragon aka SOAP

Winds
North, East, South, West
NEWS (single tiles), NNN (like tiles)

Flowers
Flowers are any flowers
keep until you know you do not need them

Jokers
Can only be used in 3+ matching tiles.
NO Singles or Pairs
Can not be picked up from discard
May be swapped if exposed
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